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AMAZING ARMENIA 
 

Reis op maat 

 
Day 1, Friday: ARRIVAL (-/-/-)  
Arrival to Armenia. Meet and greet at the airport. Transfer to hotel. Overnight. 
 
Day 2, Sat: EXPLORE THE CAPITAL CITY YEREVAN (B/L/D) 

Today we will have a pleasant and relaxing half-day tour in 
Yerevan. We will walk through the downtown of Yerevan to 
see the Republic Square, Abovyan Street which still preserves 
original buildings of 19th century, the Northern Avenue, the 
Opera House and finally the Cascade complex with its open-
air sculpture garden. We will visit the unique Matenadaran 
Museum of Armenian Manuscripts. We will have a light 
lunch and coffee at one of the outdoor cafes in the 
downtown to get to know each other and also to watch local 
people lazily spending their weekend. We will then Vernisage 

arts and crafts market (open only on weekends). Welcome dinner at an art café, which is one of the 
most favorite corners in Yerevan for locals. Overnight in Yerevan. 
 
Day 3, Sunday: ECHMIADZIN, THE RELIGIOUS CAPITAL OF ARMENIA (B/L/D)   

Today we will tour Echmiadzin – the religious capital of the 
Armenian Apostolic Church. The whole town is full of UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites. Here we will visit the Echmiadzin Mother 
Cathedral founded in 303 A. D.   
On a Sunday we will catch part of the Holy Mass and hear the 
Divine Liturgy performed by the famous Echmiadzin choir.  
The tour will include a visit to the Zvartnots Cathedral, which is a 
unique example of Armenian architecture of the early Christian 
period. Though the cathedral was ruined by a powerful 
earthquake in the 10th century, we still can get an idea of its rich 
décor and unique architectural features. 
Lunch at a cultural center in Echmiadzin, where, apart from 
trying traditional Armenian dishes, we will be introduced to a 
variety of cultural and community development projects 

implemented by this center. Return to Yerevan and visit the State History Museum. Dinner at a 
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restaurant with live Armenian folk music. After the dinner we will have a short walk in the downtown 
area and see the evening fountain show in the Republic Square. Overnight in Yerevan. 
 
Day 4, Mon: VIEWS OF MT.  ARARAT AND THE BEAUTIFUL LANDSCAPES OF SOUTHERN ARMENIA 
(B/L/D) 

Today we discover the changing landscapes and the life of 
people in the Southern part of Armenia. 
We'll drive through Ararat plain and make a stop at Khor 
Virap, which provides a fantastic view of the biblical Mt. 
Ararat. Continuing our way through the mountains, we will 
reach Vayots Dzor region which is rich in history, 
archeology, culture and breathtaking landscapes.  
Next, we'll make a stop in Areni village known as the grapes 
and wine capital of Armenia. Driving through the 
spectacular Noravank gorge, we will stop at the Areni-1 

cave, a vast archeological site, where the world’s oldest leather shoe and ancient wine-making facility 
was discovered. We'll stop at the famous Noravank medieval monastery, resting on a high cliff around 
red rocks and known for its outstanding carvings. After lunch, we may visit a local winery making 
excellent wine from native varieties of grapes (this optional visit including tasting of several varieties of 
wines costs EUR 8 per person). Dinner and overnight in Goris town at 3* hotel. 
 
Day 5, Tue: MAGIC CAVES OF KHNDZORESK AND WINGS OF TATEV (B/L/D) 

Today’s route will take us around the picturesque city of Goris, 
surrounded with bizarre conical-shaped rocks and caves. A short 
drive from Goris will take us to Khdzoresk, a deserted cave village 
that was inhabited until the beginning of last century. We will 
take a walk through the Khndzoresk canyon to see the caves 
and the amazing “Swinging Bridge” that was recently 
constructed to connect the sides of the village through the 
Khndzoresk canyon. 
We will then head to Halidzor and Tatev.  We will take a 12-

minute ride in the world’s longest reversible cableway (5752m), recorded in the Guinness Book of 
Records. The unforgettable flight over the ravine of the fierce Vorotan River will take us to Tatev 
Monastery. Founded in the 9th century, this complex grew into a vital scholastic, enlightenment and 
spiritual center and hosted the largest university of medieval Armenia.  
We will have a rustic village lunch at a small local restaurant overlooking Tatev monastery.  
We will then continue to a Women’s Development Center in one of the village communities, where we 
will see how local women carry on the centuries-old tradition of carpet weaving. 
Dinner and overnight in Goris. 
 
Day 6, Wed: KARAHUNGE – RURAL LIFE EXPERIENCE – SILK ROAD – NORATUS – LAKE SEVAN (B/L/D) 
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In the morning we will visit the mysterious site Karahunge, 
often referred to as the Armenian Stone Henge. The site 
consists of a large number of megalithic stones dating back to 
5-4th millennium B.C. Some believe it to be an ancient 
observatory. We will then visit a village to learn about the life 
of rural people.  Season-permitting, we will see how traditional 
fruit vodkas are produced and visit a beekeeper to taste this 
amazing product combining the aroma of rich bouquet of wild 
flowers growing in this area. After having a rustic village lunch 
trying ecologically pure local produce, we will make our way 

north following the medieval Silk Road trade route. We drive up the picturesque Selim Pass (2,014 m) 
and stop at a 14th century Selim Caravanserai, which offered hospitality for traders traveling along the 
Silk Road.  We'll then continue our way along the shores of Lake Sevan, the “Pearl of Armenia” and one 
of the largest high-altitude fresh water lakes in the world (1,900 m). We’ll stop at Sevan peninsula to 
admire the beautiful colors of the lake from this viewpoint. There is a possibility of having a boat ride on 
the lake – extra EUR 90 per group. Continue to the little town of Dilijan located in the area called “the 
Little Switzerland of Armenia”. Dinner and overnight at “Best Western Paradise Hotel” in Dilijan 
http://www.paradisehotel.am/  
 
 
Day 7, THUR: LITTLE SWITZERLAND OF ARMENIA – TEA FROM SAMOVAR WITH MOLOKANS – VISIT TO 

KHACHKAR CARVER’S STUDIO – MT. ARAGATS (B/L/D) 

We'll start our sightseeing program with a visit to a small 
historic street of Dilijan with houses from 19th century 
and studios of craftsmen. We'll then drive to a village just 
outside Dilijan inhabited by Russian Molokans. This 
religious and ethnic minority living in Armenia since the 
19th century still preserves their old traditions and beliefs. 
We'll walk through the village and visit a family who will 
treat us to tea from samovar and freshly made pirojkis. 
We'll then continue our way and stop en route at the 
studio of a stone carver who carries on the tradition of 
making khachkars, a tradition which was forgotten for 

about 300 years until it was revived in the Soviet period. After a lunch at a local restaurant with tasting 
of delicious Armenian barbeque we will continue to Mt. Aragats, the highest mountain in Armenia at 
4,090 m. We'll see its rugged landscapes full of mountain springs, alpine meadows and, depending on 
the season, wild flowers. We'll visit the ruins of medieval Amberd castle located on the slopes of Mt. 
Aragats, which was skillfully constructed on a triangular cape dominating the two gorges naturally 
protecting the fortress. We'll have a possibility to have a short walk near Amberd to enjoy the fresh air 
and natural beauty of this picturesque place. Optional visit to “Nairian”, locally produced natural 
cosmetics production area near Mt. Aragats, where you will find out what herbs and methods are used 

http://www.paradisehotel.am/


                                  
 

4 

to create this high-quality production. The tour includes tasting of tea with locally grown herbs – EUR 8 
per person.Dinner at a countryside house. Overnight in Yerevan. 
 
Day 8, Fri: UNESCO SITE OF GEGHARD – GARNI TEMPLE – SYMPHONY OF STONES – ARMENIAN 

LAVASH BREAD BAKING (B/L/D) 
We'll start the day with the visit to a 13th century 
rock-carved monastery and a UNESCO World 
Heritage site. Possibility of arranging an exclusive 
performance of Armenian spiritual music (extra 
EUR 120 per group). We'll then visit 1st century 
Garni pagan temple and have a 1-hour walk down 
to Garni gorge to see unique rock formations 
called “Symphony of Stones”. 
We'll have lunch at a private house and watch 
local women bake traditional Armenian flat 
bread “lavash”, made in a special oven in the 

ground. Return to Yerevan and visit the Food Market to explore a variety of Armenian fresh and dried 
fruits, vegetables, spices, cheeses, flat bread and some other local treats.  
Farewell dinner at a local atmospheric restaurant. 
 
Day 9, Sat: Transfer to airport. Departure. (B) 
 
Prices per person in EUR based on double/twin occupancy:  
 

Accommodation 
in Yerevan 

2 pax 

Royal Plaza 3* or 
Regineh 3* 

Vanaf 1210 euro 

Diamond House 
4* or similar 

Vnaf 1260 euro 
pp 

Tufenkian 4* 
 

Vanaf 1330 euro 
pp 

GUIDE SERVICE 
SUPPLEMENT 

340 

 
Prices include: 
Transportation per program with English-speaking driver’s service, entrance fees and visits per program, 
Tatev cable-car ticket, Full board – 7 dinners + 7 lunches (B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, D=Dinner), water (1 L 
per person per day), accommodation per the program, demonstration of lavash baking 
 
Prices do not include:  
Guide service (see supplement above), insurance, flights, items not mentioned in the program or those 
mentioned as optional, choir in Geghard (EUR 120 per group).  
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SOME SPECIAL EXPERIENCES OFFERED ON THIS TOUR 

- Dinner at an art café located in the garden of a 19th century historic house 
- Visit and lunch at a cultural center in Echmiadzin 
- Folk music dinner 
- Ride in world’s longest cable car 
- Carpet weaving demonstration in a rural development center 
- Visit to a village to get to know rural lifestyle and try ecologically pure local produce (tasting of 

honey, cheese, yoghurt, fruit vodka, etc.) 
- Tea from samovar and freshly baked pirojkis with Molokan people 
- Visit to a khachkar maker’s studio 
- Baking of traditional Armenian “lavash” bread 
- Wine tasting at a winery in Areni village, the wine capital of Armenia (optional) 
- Choir performance in the caves of Geghard (optional) 
- Boat ride at lake Sevan (optional) 
- Eco-cosmetic shop visit in a countryside (optional) 


